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Providing the benefits of speed, portability and access, a pair of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
surveyed storm-damaged communities in Miss. as part of the search for trapped survivors of
Hurricane Katrina.

In what is one of the first deployments of such craft for disaster
search and rescue, the vehicles captured video imagery to
help responders focus efforts and avoid hazards.

"The two UAVs packed a one-two punch," says Robin Murphy
of the University of South Florida (USF) and director of the
NSF-supported Center for Robot-Assisted Search and Rescue
(CRASAR). "The fixed-wing provided a quick overview of an
area over several miles, but the use of the miniature helicopter
to hover by buildings and on roofs--and to takeoff straight
up--really offers new functionality.”

Florida emergency responders surveying Pearlington, Miss.,
asked the Safety Security Rescue Research Center (SSRRC)
team to respond to reports of floodwater-stranded survivors. e ; -
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Within 2 hours, the vehicles provided responders with
information showing that no survivors were trapped and the
floodwaters from the cresting Pearl River did not pose an
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Editor's Note: The original news release can be found here.

This story has been adapted from a news release issued by
National Science Foundation.
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